Notes and Quotes - Priesthood of all Believers 


I Peter 2:5 - As you come to him, the living Stone — rejected by men but chosen by God and 
precious to him — 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy 
priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For in Scripture 
it says: 

"See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, 
and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 3 

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, 
"The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone, b " c 

8 and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." d 

They stumble because they disobey the message — which is also what they were destined for. 

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that 
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10 
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received 
mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

II Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, 
which war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits 
us. 

Rom. 15:15-16 - 15 1 have written you quite boldly on some points, as if to remind you of them 
again, because of the grace God gave me 16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles with 
the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering 
acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

Malachi 2:7 - 7 "For the lips of a priest ought to preserve knowledge, and from his mouth men 
should seek instruction — because he is the messenger of the Lord Almighty. 

Rom. 12:1-2 - 1 appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that 
you may discern what is the will of God — what is good and acceptable and perfect... 

Heb. 13:15-16 - 15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of 
praise — the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 And do not forget to do good and to share with 
others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

Phil. 4:18-19 - 1 have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I 
have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable 
sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious 
riches in Christ Jesus. 

'There is no mention in the New Testament of an essential distinction between "laity" and 
"ministers"... the ministry is not a status, but a function. For the New Testament, the essential 
apostolic structure of the community and therefore of the ministry of its leaders has nothing to 
do with what is called the "hierarchical" structure of the church. [The coming community of the 
church] is a community in which the power structures which prevail in the world are gradually 
broken down. All have responsibility, though there are functional differences - Edward 
Schillebeeckx 

The pastor does not operate from outside the system. The pastor does not speak to the 
system... On the contrary, the pastor can present himself or herself as simply one member, with 
assets and limitations, who will contribute to the whole." - Mansell Pattison 


